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homes coming on the market in
Lamorinda and beyond, ranging
from $1.5 to 2 million: this
5-bedroom beauty with awesome
amenities and views; an expanded

CALL TOM

hunting lodge with amazing outdoor living space; a traditional family home

Since 1993!
Tom Gieryng, owner and operator

FOR A FREE
ESTIMATE

Building
Foundations

e Lifting

e Leveling
e Stabilizing
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707 310-0602

www.bayareaunderpinning.org
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Service Clubs Announcements

Lamorinda Sunrise

Rotary

Every Friday, 7:00 a.m. - 8:15 a.m.
Lafayette Veterans Memorial Building
OR Zoom Link at https://lamorindasunrise.org/speakers

August 2021 Weekly Speakers
6: Don Jenkins, The Big Picture
13: Dr. Emma Chapman, How The Universe Began
20: David Lipscomb, Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing
27: Hays Englehart, Get Your Kicks on Route 66

NEOCLASSICAL ESTATE | $6,250,000 362CaminoSobrante.com
The 4BD/3.5BA single-family, 4960 +/- sqft home was designed
by architect Bill Remick, built by Remick Associates and inspired by
the neoclassical timeless designs of Robert A.M. Stern. A three-car
garage, separate 630 +/- sqft guest house, and a sparkling pool
enhance the allure of this resort-like residence.

Ann Newton Cane Golden
415.999.0253 Gate
a.newtoncane@ggsir.com -
Lic.#02084093 Sotheby’s

Each Franchise Is Independently Owned And Operated. INTERNATIONAL REALTY

CalBRE # 01094898

Tania DeGroot

tania.degroot@gmail.com

925.259.1380

with a private pool. Call me with any questions and possible sneak previews!
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www.bhghome.com

Noble Learning
Academy

&-8th Grade

® Envichment Classes

- A

i At NLA you CAN 1
' haveit ALL |

Local water polo player takes
the Olympic world stage
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The Hollands - Jeff, Kent, Alison, Drew and John

.. continued from Page A1l

Hanging over everyone’s
head like the sword of
Damocles, has been the con-
stant threat of a positive test.
“After coming so far, we have
continuous COVID testing,”
Holland said. “On arrival in
Tokyo, we’ll be sectioned off
from the other teams and
will have to pass two COVID
tests at the airport before we
are allowed to go to the
Olympic village. The entire
process could take up to five
hours. Not passing any of the
tests would be a nightmare
and we’re all crossing our
fingers. It's four total tests
and you need to be negative
on all of them to be let in. It’s
a high stress situation.”

For Holland, even with
all of his professional and in-
ternational experience, it all
pales before the stature of
the Olympics. “There is a lot
more pressure involved,”
Holland said. “You can feel it
but I'm trying to treat it as
normal practices and normal
games. That's almost impos-
sible to do, but I'm doing the
bestI can. Everyone is really
fired up, but at the same time
it’s a different vibe and it gets
real.”

When Japan banned all
spectators from the Olympic
venues, it struck home for
Holland.

“My family was plan-
ning on going but now they’ll
have to meet up in Orinda
and watch the games from
there. Honestly, it is as much
a success for my parents
and brothers as it is for me
because of all they have done
for me in so many ways. Also,
as a goalie, I get pumped up
by the fans cheering, but

that’s the cards we’ve been
dealt.”

Still, Holland is looking
on the bright side with the
United States’ first game be-
ing against Japan: “Playing
without spectators may help
us without the home Japan-
ese fans. Winning that Japan
game is huge, and then
we have a few days to pre-
pare for those other games.
First and foremost, however,
we’re all just happy that the
Olympics is happening.”

You might call the Hol-
lands the ultimate water polo
family. Drew was attracted
to water polo with his two
older brothers having led the
way. “I started water polo
because of my brothers: Kent,
who was a goalie, and John,
who was an attacker. When I
was 7, I would sit right be-
hind the goal watching Kent
and without realizing it, I
learned a lot from watching
him play. At my first ever
water polo practice, I jumped
in at the goal because of ob-
serving Kent's play in goal.”

Kent went on to play at
Brown University and he still
holds the school's career
saves record (946) and Drew
is also the career saves leader
at Stanford (925). John
played on the state champi-
onship team at Miramonte as
a junior and went on to play
at Claremont-McKenna
where they won the Division
III championship.

It was at the age of 11
when Drew came to believe
that playing for the U.S. Na-
tional team was an attainable
goal. “Watching them com-
pete in the Soda Aquatic Cen-
ter at Campolindo, I remem-
ber that being the first time I
considered the possibility of
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playing for Team USA,“ Drew
said. “I was in awe watching
players from our hometown
in the pool and I believed
then that it was a doable and
attainable goal. That was a
fire starter for me in wanting
to work towards making that
team.”

There is no question that
Holland brings a “goalie
mentality” to the game, but
it’s far more than that. “I ab-
solutely love water polo. I
may even be addicted to the
sport. As for the mentality, to
me there’s something special
about stopping someone
from scoring that is as good if
not better than scoring a
goal. I don’t know why it is so
attractive to me, but it is. You
also need to be a little bit
crazy to enjoy having balls
thrown at you all day.”

After the Olympics, Hol-
land will be returning to
Greece and looks to continue
his playing career for many
years to come, but is consid-
ering coaching as his post-
athletic career, having al-
ready helped out at Stanford
and Miramonte. “During the
pandemic, Drew came back
and was coaching with us,”
Lathrop said. “We created a
little camp with the goalies
which he coached which was
a very cool thing for the local
kids to be able to work out
with Drew Holland.”

“With the COVID proto-
cols, there was no sharing
equipment, so it was trying to
find a way to have productive
practices,” said Holland. “Af-
ter I finish playing, coaching
would be kind of a dream,
whether in college or for
Lamorinda.”




